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SUMMARY,

These experiments were made by the National Advisory Committee for Aeromautics atb
the request of the Bureau of Aeronautics, Navy Department, to investigate the velocity of the
air in the slipstream in horizontal and climbing flight to determine the form of expression giving
the slipstream velocity in terms of the airspeed of the airplane. The method used consisted mn
- flying the airplane both on a level course and in climb at full throttle and measuring the slip-
stream velocity at seven points in the slipstream for the whole speed range of the airplane in
both conditions. In general the results show that for both conditions—i. e., horizontal and
climbing flights—the relation between the slipstream velocity 7, and airspeed T can be repre-
sented by straight lines and consequently the equations are of the form: ’

Ve=mV +b.

Where m and b are constants.
METHOD.

The investigation was made on a standard Vought (T£~7) training airplane with Navy
propeller No. 047542, The velocity in the slipstream was measured by seven special Pitot static
heads (Fig. 1) mounted on & streamline wooden : —_—

spar which ran radially from the exhaust
manifold to the leading edge of the top wing.
The heads were distributed along this spar as
shown in Figure 2, the inside one being 4 inches
from the exhaust manifold and the others at
6-inch spaces, so that the region investigated
extended well beyond the slipstream. The
spar was mounted 0.32 diameter back of the
propeller and as free as possible from any inter-
ference of bracing wires or other obstructions.
Howerver, it is felt that the reading of the in-
nermost head may be somewhat erratic due to
its proximity to the exhaust manifold. These
beads and a universally mounted Pitot static head for measuring the airplane’s airspeed (Fig. 3}
were connected to the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics multiple recording mano-
meter! which recorded the eight readings simultaneously. The data were obtained as follows:

1. In horizontal flight the throttle was opened wide at maximum speed, gradually closed
until the speed of minimum power was reached, and then opened wide at minimum speed. A
level flight path was maintained by means of a statoscope and the readings recorded at airspeed
increments of 10 M. P, H.

2. In climbing flight the throttle was opened wide for the whole run, beginning with high
speed horizontal flicht and pulling the airplane up through its entire range of climbing angle
and ending with minimum speed in horizontal flight. As before, the readings were taken at air-
speed increments of 10 M. P. H.

Fic. 1.—Pito£ static head.

i National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics Report No. 148, or engineering division, McCook Field. Serial 1§56,
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Four runs were made for each condition with the radial spar mounted on the right side.
Then the installation of heads was changed to the corresponding position on_the left side of
the airplane and two additional runs made for both conditions.

All the flights were made at an altitude corresponding to a density of 83 per cent (4 2 per
cent) standard density and the speeds given are the indicated speeds for that density.

Before the flight tests the heads were tested in the Committee’s wind tunnel for effects of
misalignment with the relative wind. Also several flights were made with a yaw meter head
mounted in place of the Pitot static heads to determine the amount of yaw of the slipstream.

PRECISION.

The capsules used on the multiple recording manometer were calibrated against a water
column before and after the tests, and should be precise to +2 M. P. H. The yaw meter
recorded a maximum yaw of 3.75° corresponding to an error of 0.6 per cent of the slipstream
velocity, the velocity reading being too great. -

Fra. 2.—Mounting of Pitot static heads. Fi¢. 3.—Tniversally mounted Pitot static airspeed head.
RESULTS. .

The results are plotted in Figures 4, 5, and 6. The slipstream velocities obtained in the
two runs made with the installation of heads on the opposite side of the airplane agree very
closely with the others and are plotted with them in Figure 4. To obtain the mean slipstroam
velocity Vi, as plotted in Figures 5 and 6, the velocity at each airspeed head was considered
as acting over an annular area. As this area is directly proportional to the square of the
distance of the point investigated from the center line of the crankshaft, the data were plotted
with the individual values of slipstream velocity as ordinates and the square of the distance
from the center line of the crankshaft as abscisse. The mean ordinate of this curve or the
mean slipstream velocity was obtained between the fuselage and the place of zero slip. In
every case the position of zero slip was found to be almost directly behind the propeller tip,
so the distance to the propeller tip was used as the outside limit of the slipstream. For conven-
lence, the data obtained at—the same approximate airspeed (£2 M. P. H.) were plotted
together as in Figure 4. It should be noted, therefore, that each experimental point in Figures
5 and 6 represents data obtained from at least three runs. Two points computed on the basis
of the momentum theory are also plotted in Figures 5 and 6 for comparison. *

? Assuming the slipstream area to be 0.8 the rropeller disc ares, and that the velocity of the air is uniform over the slipstream, from the
momentum theory of propulsion we have the following relation:
Thrust= M ( Vs~ 7)

TR A N,
=.0013 DV, (Vo— V) . (1)
’I‘hmst:‘rf’o‘f 7 - .

Equating (1} and (2) and reducing (Ve V) I’s=?%—n
Where Ve==velocity of slipstream (ft./sec.). . .

V =airspeed (ft./sec.). ’

D =diameter of propeller (it.).

A==glipstream area.

A =mass of air passing through propeller in 1 second.

P =horsepower.

n == propeller efficiency.
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FIG. 4.—Slipstream velocity curves for VE-7.
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Referring to Figure 6 it will be seen that for horizontal flight the curve of ¥, against ¥,
except for the very low speeds, is a straight-line and its equatlon may be written:
V =mV+b. o
=1.0
b =10.0 M. P. H.
Ve=V+10.0 M. P. H.
Also from the same figure it will be seen that the curve for climbing flight is a straight
line and its equation may be written:
Ve=mV+b
=.75
b =40.5M.P. L.
Ve=.75 V+40.5
The distribution of the velocity along the radial line in the slipstream is plotted in Figures
4 and 7. Eiffel’s ® curves for a model propeller are inserted for comparison. The agreement
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The ordinate intersected between the two thrust curves represents the thrust available
for climb. Knowing this value, the airspeed along the path and the weight of the airplane,
the rate of climb may be calculated from the fol-

lowing expression: , I
. 1000 TS 500
Rate of climb=V -2 rbiog 1t
Whe . 800 P e \\ 400
Vhere £ / v NN
V = the airspeed in ft./min. Y / X X
W=weight of the airplane. g600 L1 \ Y s00 s
T = thrust available for climb. S // hgrl}lzsonfaj/ ;“f‘;f;‘;’nff_ 3
This computation has been made and the curve % /\ & L1 \\ g P =
of rate of climb against airspeed has been plotted 2400 , = T /\\obs;.er-—foo
in Figure 8. To check the computed rate of climb < feate, %ﬂg’f by "
a flight was made and the actual rate of climb be- - momentum theory 100
tween 0 and 3,000 feet was obtained at airspeeds :
of 70, 80, 90, and 100 M. P. H. This curve has also \
been plotted in Figure 8. The computed curve 0 o
50 70 £l G 130

represents the rate of climb at 88 per cent standard
density and the observed curve represents the rate of

Mean cirspeed, MEH.

F16. 8—Performance of VE-7 from sipstream dats.

3Nouvelles Recherches sur La Resistance de UAir et Aviation.

¢ Raports and Memorands No, 371,
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climb at 91 per cent standard density. The conditions are sufficiently close for comparative
purposes. The maximum rate of climb is the same by both methods and although the actual
performance curve indicates the maximum value of rate of climb at a higher airspeed than
does the computed curve, the discrepancy is slight and probably within the accuracy of the
measurements.

Value of R. P. M. was observed in all these tests and a curve of R. P. M. against airspeed

has been inserted for reference (Fig. 9).

1800
- E} 2]
1700 /—z*{
*
© gfsa/
Climbing fignt | LT | /"7
1800 ! VL
| e s 4
Q !V o & /
rrﬂ?"ﬁg/ ‘ ‘ é
1500[% /
x| /
Q; ! 2
< /
14001 H Lo
! Horizonfal flight
;‘ ®
1300+
1
‘\ =] / . , O Runr 2
7 74 Horizonfal |0 » 3
/ Flight @ « 4
200 = 7 —i o ~ #
\ /‘ ! l © Rur é
~ Climbing  |@ *
\ /7, f//'ghfg © ~ 3
1100 e =8 £
: L]
# (Opposite side
1000 E i 1 1
40 50 &0 70 80 G0 100 7] 120

Indicated airspeed MFEH.

Fia. 9.—Revolutions per minute v8. airspeed, VE-T. -

CONCLUSIONS.

Besides the fact that the expression for the value of the slipstream velocity may be repre-
sented by a straight line, the most noteworthy fact brought out by this report is the good
comparison between wind tunnel and free flight results and the results obtained by the com-
putations based upon the momentum theory. A series of tests on a single airplane of one
type may not produce any conclusive evidence but it does point strongly to the conclusion
that for the usual uses to which a knowledge of the slipstream velocity is applied, namely,

slipstream corrections in preliminary performance calculations and design, the momentum
theory is sufficiently accurate.
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